
Aubry Linton Mahon, M.D. College of Physicians and Sur¬
geons, Memphis, Tenn., 1909; died at his home in Gould, Ark.,
March 30, from nephritis, aged 26.

Charles Oliver Sumner. M.D. Kansas City (Mo.) Medical
College, 1885; died at his home in Alma, Colo., January 19,
from pleuropneumonia, aged 53.

Hiram W. Harding, M.D. University of Maryland, Baltimore,
1860; a Confederate veteran; died at his home at Wicomico
Church, Va., March 24, aged 73.

Claude Fowler Hickman, M.D. Chattanooga (Tenn.) Medical
College, 1908; died at his home in Bristol, Va., April 7, from
tuberculosis, aged 26.

Marriages
Ben Parmenter, M.D., to Miss Ethel Brumfield, both of

Bellmont, 111., April 1.
William  . Chattle, M.D., to Miss Eva Mae Haus, both

of St. Louis, March 4.
Carl William Wahrer, M.D., to Miss Julia McConn, both

of Fort Madison, la., April 8.
Frank R. Spencer, M.D., Boulder, Colo., to Miss Edith Clay¬

ton of Kankakee, 111., April 5.
Stanley E. Kerrick, M.D., to Miss Winifred Thompson,

both of Minneapolis, April 18.
Scott Dudley Breckinridge, M.D., to Miss Gertrude AshbyBayne of Washington, D. C, April 19.
Philip F. Herod, M.D., Alva, Okla., to Miss Ruby Kelley of

Kansas City, Md., at El Reno, Okla., March 31.
William G. Pruyn, M.D., Mexico City, Mex., to Miss Bessie

Rea of San Francisco, at Mexico City, March 30.

Conservative Surgery of Trees.—Trees, like human beings,
may have their lives and usefulness extended by intelligent
medical treatment or by conservative surgery; indeed, the
analogy, when one comes to think about it, is striking. In
addition to conditions which must be treated surgically, they
are subject to various diseases, due mostly to insect parasites.
When these parasites attack leaves or bark, the trees may he
said to be treated medically, as in the use of sprays for the
eradication of scale or other insects. Trees are also affected
by under-nourishment and are subject to traumatisme and
decay. In their capacity of furnishing wholesome foods, in
their chemical activity in utilizing carbonic acid gas and giv¬
ing off oxygen, in affording protection from the heat of the
sun, as well as by appealing to our esthetic sense, trees have
a distinct influence on the health and happiness of the people.
They are therefore worthy of care. In treating pathologic
conditions in trees many principles apply that are applicable
to treatment of human beings. In the case of infesting para¬
sites, parasiticides and disinfectants are used. In the condi¬
tions requiring surgery, which constitute perhaps the larger
proportion of tree ills, almost the same surgical principles
apply. A broken limb may be put in splints, a limb torn or
broken off may be bandaged with protective material to
exclude decay. Transplantation of twigs or branches may be
done, as in grafting or budding, and more formidable injuries
or large areas of decay may be healed by still more radical
surgery. The tree surgeon must understand thoroughly tree
anatomy and tree nature, and must take into consideration
the mechanical effect of winds, etc. When large areas of decay
are present in limb or trunk, this decay must be thoroughly
eradicated, just as the dentist or the surgeon cleans out carious
teeth or bone; a species of asepsis or antisepsis must be
observed to kill off the factors causing decay, and then the
cavities must be filled with some material impervious to moist¬
ure and which will support a possibly greatly weakened trunk
or limb. As a filling material, cement, along with its other
numerous uses, has been found to be one of the best. A tree
thus carefully treated, either medically or surgically, responds
marvelously, and its life may be saved and its existence
greatly extended. Considerable cavities thus filled with cement
often heal and are even covered over with bark, leaving only
a scar, just as surface wounds in animal life are covered with
protecting epithelium.

The Propaganda for Reform
In This Department Appear Reports of the Council
on Pharmacy and Vi-ie.mistry and of the Association
Laboratory, Together with Other Matter Tending
to Aid Intelligent Prescribing and to Oppose
Medical Fraud on the Pcblic and on the Profession

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY MATERIA MEDICA
The changes that have taken place in medical thought and

practice within the last two hundred years are nowhere more

evident than in that branch of medicine dealing with thera¬
peutic agents—materia medica. It is both interesting and
instructive to compare the present status of certain drugs
which we now recognize as some of the most useful in the
physician's armamentarium, with the standing of the same

medicaments two hundred years ago.
Herman Boerhaave, a Dutch physician, born in 1668. stood,

in his day, in the vanguard of the medical profession. In 1709,
he became professor of medicine and botany at the University
of Leyden, having previously held the position of lecturer on
the theory of medicine in the same institution. It is said that
Boerhaave's reputation was so high that, at one time, he
received a letter from a Chinese mandarin addressed : "To
Boerhaave, Physician in Europe."

It may be fairly admitted that Boerhaave's statements on
the drugs in use in his day are representative of his time. For
this reason the following quotations take on an added interest.
In 1775 a small book was published by one Richard Goade, a
London druggist, entitled "Boerhaave's Materia Medica, or the
Druggist's Guide, and the Physician and Apothecary's Table-
Book." Goade says, in his preface, that his book is but "a
Translation of a Latin Manuscript which was given to me by
Dr. James Carroll, taken from the Mouth of the great Pro¬
fessor Boerhaave, in a Course of Lectures."

The few quotations which are here given have been selected
chiefly because of the comparative importance of the drugs and
partly because of the change that has taken place in the med¬
ical profession's estimate of their medicinal value. Except
that the modern form of the letter "s" has been substituted
for that which appears in Goade's work, the composition and
spelling have been closely followed:

ARGENTUM. Silver. A Metal well known in common Use,
but little in Medicine. It is found pure and native in the Earth
in some Places; in others mixed with the Ores of Lead, and other
mineral Substances; beaten into Leaves, it is used to cover
Boluses. The Preparations from it are the Chrystals made by
setting a strong Solution of it to chrystalize ; and the Lunar
Caustic made from an evaporated Solution of the same Metal,
or. from the melted Chrystals. Both are Caustics but they are
little used.

A Solution of Silver in Aqua Fortis, stains Agate: The Fig¬
ures made by Art in those Stones are done by covering the Sur¬
face with Wax, cutting the intended Figure through the Wax,
and pouring on the Solution, which penetrates into the Stone.

ARGENTUM VIVUM. Quicksilver. A fluid Semi-Metal,
found sometimes native and pure, offener in Form of Cinna¬
bar or other Ores. Factitious Cinnabar is an artificial Mix¬
ture of Sulphur and Quicksilver; Native Cinnabar is a natural
Mixture of the same Ingredients. We have it from Spain.
Hungary, and the East, and also the Quicksilver Native or
obtained from it.

Taken in its crude or native State is excellent against
Obstructions, an Ounce or two for a Dose: Large Quantities
are sometimes given in obstinate Obstructions of the Bowels,
but it is a desperate Practice. Externally mixed into Oint¬
ments it cures the Itch, and other cutaneous Foulnesses; and
will raise Salivation.

The Preparations of it kept in the Shops, are numerous and
of great Virtue. Factitious Cinnabar, made by subliming Quick¬
silver and Sulphur. /Ethiops Mineral, by grinding Quicksilver
and Sulphur together. Corrosive Sublimate, made by sublim¬
ing Quicksilver Nitre, Vitriol, and Sea-salt. Mercurius Dulcís
or Calomel, made by subliming several Times Crude Mercury
and Corrosive Sublimate. Calcined Mercury, made by keeping
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Quicksilver over a small Fire till it becomes a reddish Powder.
White Precipitate, made by dissolving Corrosive Sublimate
and Sal Ammoniac in Water, and precipitating with Oil of Tar¬
tar. What is called Red Precipitate, made by evaporating
a Solution of Quicksilver in Aqua Fortis: And Turpeth Min¬
erale, made by evaporating a Solution of Quicksilver in Oil of
Vitriol, and pouring on Water. All these are powerful Medi¬
cines, but they must be given with Caution.

Crude Quicksilver for internal Use should be reduced from
Cinnabar; and Sophistications are so common, every one

ought to do it for himself.

ARSENICUM. Arsenide. A Chemical Preparation made in
Germany, and kept by our Druggists. It is properly the
Flowers of Cobalt, a poisonous Mineral found in many Parts
of Europe, and affording also the fine blue Substance called
Smalt. The Cobalt is burnt in a reverberatory Furnace, and
the Flowers or Soot collected from its long Chimney, make
Arsenic. From the Remainder of the Cobalt, Smalt is made,
by adding Sand and Pot-ash, and running all into a Kind of
Glass of a deep Blue.

The Soot of the Cobalt sublimed alone, makes the common
White Arsenick; Yellow Arsenick is made by adding Sulphur
to the Soot before Sublimation, and the Red by adding Sul¬
phur and the Scoriae of Copper.

They ave all Poisons. .·\ : ,,f no Use whatsoever in Medicine:
The Deaths that have been occasioned by them, should incur a
severe Penalty on whosoever sold or kept them.

DIGITALIS. Fox-Glove. A wild Herb brought entire to the
Markets. It is a Yard high, and has large red Flowers.

The fresh Leaves given in Infusion, are a rough Vomit, but
it is not used except by the Country People.

An Ointment made of the Flowers boiled in Lard, has been
supposed to have great Virtues against Piles: but it is not in
much Esteem at present, except amongst the good Women.

GENTIANS RADIX. Gentian Root. A Long, thick Root
of a yellowish brown Colour, with little Smell, but very bitter
to the Taste. We have it from Germany, where they dry some
in the open Air and some in Ovens. The latter Kind is worst,
'tis too dry, brittle, and often burnt. The Plant which pro¬
duces it is common in our Gardens, and has large broad Leaves
and little blue Flowers.

It is an excellent Stomachick, with Orange Peel and a little
Galangal it makes an excellent bitter Infusion in Wine or

Water.
IPECACUANHA. Indian Root, Two Kinds of Ipecacuanha

are imported, a brown and a grey; but as the grey is the Kind
that ought to be used, 'tis Pity the other is brought over. Both
are from the Spani-h West-Indus. The grey or right Ipecac¬
uanha is long slender, twisted and annulated; greyish on the
Surface, and paler'within; the Brown is smaller; it is of a

deep brown on the Surface, and white within. The grey has
not much Smell, this has less; the Taste of both is disagree¬
able. The Plant to which we owe the one, affords also the
other: the only Difference is, that the brown is starved, the
grey grows in a rich Soil. The Plant is ten Inches high, and
has a few Leaves at the Top only, the Flowers are white, and
are succeeded by Berries.

The Root is the best Emetick we know, and is almost the
only Medicine used at this Time for that purpose. It has also
a great Astringency, and taken for a Length of Time in small
Doses, cures Dysenteries.

NUX VOMICA. The Vomic Nut. A rounded fiat Fruit of
the Breadth of a Shilling, striated, tough and of a whitish
Colour, and of an horribly acrid bitterish Taste. We have it
f om the East-Indies. The Tree which produces it is large and
I-uitiful. Its Fruit is of the Bigness. Shape and Colour of an

Orange, and in each there are about fifteen Kernels, which are
these Nuces Vomica?.

They are used as a Poison for Animals. They have been
recommended however, in small Doses internally as a Medicine,
but we have seen ill Consequences attend them, and we have
so many safe Medicines for the same Purposes, that it is rash
to use them.

SABINA. Savin. The young Branches with the Leaves of
the Garden Shrub of this Name, brought fresh to Market. The
Leaves are little, of a bright Green, and terminates in Prickles.

It is famous for a Promoter of the Menses and it will cause

Abortion; but great Danger as well as Guilt attends the Use
of it to such Purposes : Many have perished by it.

SARSAPARILL.E RADTX. Sarsaparilla Root. A Root
brought over in long slender Pieces, which are usually split,
and have the inner Part taken out, before they are sold for
Use. When entire, the Root consists of a Head of the Bigness
of a Walnut, from whence these Strings or Fibres grow in
great Numbers, and to a great Length, but the Fibres only are
used, They are of a greyish Colour on the Outside, and white
within, of no Smell, and but little Taste. We have it from
South America. The Plant is one of the prickly Bindweeds.

It is esteemed a great Sweetener of the Blood, a Sudorifick
and Atténuant. It was once pretended to be a remedy for
the Pox.

SENA. Sena. The Leaves of a small Shrub, but so care¬

lessly collected, that we find Fragments of the Stalks and the
Seed-Vessels among them. They are oblong, sharp-pointed, of
a pale Green, fleshy, of little Smell, but of a Mawkish, unpleas¬
ant Taste. This is the Alexandrian Sena, the only Kind that
should be kept. There are two other Kinds, one from Tripoly,
with greener and blunter Leaves ; another from Mocha, the
Leaves of which are long and narrow. They have all the same

Virtues, but the Alexandrian is greatly to be preferred. The
Leaves are alated, and the Flowers are like Pea-Blossoms, but
yellow streaked with purple.

Sena is an excellent gentle Purge: There have been many
Ways invented to disguise its Taste, but none is so well as the
old Womens Method of stewing it with Prunes, which also
assist it in its Operation.

TOLUTANUM BALSAMUM. Balsam of Tola. A Resin of
the Consistence of thick Honey, of a brownish Colour, of a

very fragrant Smell, and of an acrid Aromatick Taste. We
have it from New Spain, in Shells of Gourds. It is thin when
first put up, but thickens in keeping. The Tree which affords
it, is a small Pine, frequent in South America.

It is an excellent Balsam in Consumption; for it is less acrid
than any of the others; It has also their Virtues of a Detergent
and Diuretick.

State Laws Against Drug Adulteration

The federal authorities, since the passage of the National
Food and Drugs Act, have done much to improve the quality of  

drugs on the market. This law, however, being a federal one.

applies only to goods shipped from one state to another, and
spurious or adulterated drugs may be manufactured in a state
and shipped to, and exposed for sale in, all parts of that
state and yet be entirely without the province of the federal
authorities. Such adulteration is entirely a matter for the
state authorities to correct. Unfortunately, the individual states,
as a rule, have not had efficient laws or the laws have been a
dead letter. Conditions are changing, however, and such states
as North Dakota, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York and
a few others are giving evidence that efforts are being made to
check the traffic in adulterated drugs. We have before us a

circular which indicates that Kentucky is one of the states
that not only has a law for the regulation of the sale of med¬
icines but is seriously concerned with its enforcement. The
circular shows that Kentucky is concerned not only with the
prosecution of offenders against the law but also takes the
broader view and proposes also to combat the evil by educa¬
tional methods. Thus it says :

Two years' work under the Kentucky Food and Drugs Act has
convinced those engaged in the enforcement of the drug sections of
that act that there are two classes of adultérations : first, adultera¬
tions due to willful intent or gross carelessness; second, adulter¬
ations due to various trade and professional problems, which this
office believes can be better overcome through mutual assistance
rather than prosecution.

For the seminar the following comprehensive program is
proposed :

(«) The general application of the state and federal pure-food
laws for the drug business, (b) The drug regulations and notices
of judgment under the federal law. (c) The regulations under the
state law. (c/) The proper labeling of patent and proprietary med¬
icines under the law. (e) Toe proper labeling of U. S. P. and
National Formulary products under the law. (f) Necessary equip¬
ment for a druggist's laboratory, (g) Drug store management and
equipment, (h) Problems connected with the preparation, storage
and handling of various pharmaceutical preparations, (i) Standard
weights and measures. (/) The soda fountain, (k) Other similar
subjects.

It is to be hoped that the pharmacists of Kentucky will
avail themselves of the opportunity thus offered.
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